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the disaster on his left to the blunder by which the
Wiirtembergers, mere auxiliaries, were entrusted
with the key of the position. Out of his unbroken
centre and right he formed a new line of battle of
which Leuthen village was the key. Leuthen, with
a wall of men and a hasty breastwork in front of it,
with its courtyards and churchyard packed with
men, and behind it men in thick masses with cannon,
might surely be held until Luchesi and his cavalry
could come to the rescue on the right.

The advanced guard was soon driven off by the
terrible fire of the Prussians, whose heavy guns now
and throughout the battle tore frightful gaps in the
crowded ranks of the enemy. But the village proved
a formidable obstacle to their progress. House after
house had to be stormed, and the churchyard was
most difficult of all. At last the Prussians car-
ried Leuthen. Then, however, they were exposed
to the batteries behind and for perhaps an hour a
furious conflict raged on something like equal terms.
Frederick sent his left wing into action, but still the
Austrians stood firm. But again, when already three
of the four hours of daylight were spent, Luchesi
proved to be the evil genius of his side. Coming
up with his cavalry, he took the Prussian infantry in
flank, only to be himself outflanked, crushed, and
killed by a concealed reserve of Prussian cavalry.
The panic produced by this sudden onslaught spread
to the infantry, and the Prussians pressed home their
advantage with a bayonet charge. At last the Aus-
trians were beaten. They flung away their muskets,
forsook their guns, and fled wildly towards Breslau.